
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us live as brothers! 
Prayers in our homes for Lent and Ester time  
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This simple aid wants to gather the families of our parishes in a common course of prayer to carry out, in 
spite of distance, a profound communion in the diocese. 
It is a tool for families, perhaps preferably in the evening, before or after dinner, to enable the meeting of all 
members of the family. 
The daily liturgy of the Word of God is the heart of the meeting. Hence the invitation to put the book of the 
Word of God in a special place in the house where it will remain throughout the day and used it to proclaim 
the proposed excerpt of  the Scripture every day. The lighting of a candle during a prayer signifies the live 
and luminous presence of the Word. 
A simple theme is proposed every day often refers to the experience of missionaries. In the prayer "Our 
Father" and  the final prayers are gathered the reason for prayer and daily commitment.  
Even the act of charity on a daily or weekly basis can be placed  with in this context, taking advantage of 
the proposal of "Rosina Sportina". A nice initiative to also involve children.  

To learn more enter the site: www.cmdbergamo.org. 

 

Snfdsgdq enq sgd oq`xdq 
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With this booklet in my hands I sit at your table, seeking hospitality so as to encourage myself in the faith 
and to share this great gift. Thank you for your welcome!  

 

Even this Lent I would like to come and pray with you. I know these are not easy times There are houses 
marked by intense suffering linked to precarious work situations, to difficulties in relationships and even by 
physical fragility. I do not even hide the difficulty of having to find the time. I would only like you to know that 
the Bishop prays with you and for you, that I consider this a privileged time and that really in prayer I am 
listening to your life and your faith. 

 

Lent is a stretch of road that needs to be lived fully so as to taste the Easter of Jesus. Even the disciples 
found it difficult; they had in mind a different story, they believed in a triumph end, ready to be awarded 
honors and merit medals. 
It will be while working on our conversion, that step by step we shall arrive trembling at the tomb, exactly as 
the women early on Easter morning, troubled by questions but desiring to see the Lord. The discovery of an 
empty tomb and the impact with the immense silence will make us perceive the Mystery. It will make us see 
God. The questions will remain in the heart, the difficulties will still be experienced, it will not be easier than 
before but we shall have shared fraternal space, space of communion and faith.  

We shall feel that we are not alone in facing everything; we shall have the strength which comes from 
sharing. 

 

In prayer with your family we shall reflect the Church that lives in the world, we shall feel the maturing of the 
missionary commitment and we shall be truly able to exercise sincere love. 
For you and for me: best wishes for a happy faith journey! 

         

Sgd vnqc ne sgd Ahrgno 
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Hurry is the sickness of our time and it condemns us to moments of loneliness and encounters reduced to 
minimal terms. There is no time but fundamental moments of life require time. The sacrifices we impose on 
ourselves are  really many and the occasions we miss are multiplied. 
The Lenten season is precious. It is to be taken urgently as opportunity to re-design the space for looking at 
relationships with ourselves, with the others and with God. 
As much as it might seem to be un-useful Lenten season is a point of reference in the life of Christians. 
Always seen as penitential season it invites us to give space to works of faith: prayer, fasting and alms-
giving. There is a lot of doing what one feels like in a society of wealth, but there are also times of economic 
crisis which could become times of re-discovering what is really essential, the sobriety of sharing as 
formative path for everyone, for the families and the parish communities. 
These three dimensions of the life of faith together with daily living, with its complexity and dynamics are an 
invitation to welcome positively the Lenten journey proposals. The family context becomes extremely 
significant as a place of sharing affection, worries, a place of faith and prayer; a place of formation and 
witness. 
This prayer-help entrusted to individuals and families seeks to be an instrument to help stimulate that 
dialogue with  God and the others which goes to favor personal growth and to re-discover grace time able 
to strengthen concrete choices and ways of being present. 
Prayer in family which gives a possibility to all to participate is a sign of profound sharing. It is witness 
offered, in the usual context of the house, in the full respect of the faith journey of each one aware of 
mutual responsibility, involving the grown-up and the young  along the formation journey towards the good 
life that the Gospel offers. 
To create in oneôs house in this significant place, some space for the Word of God is already a sign of 

presence. It will be this Word to give rhythm to steps towards Easter, to offer attitudes and moments 

through which to look into life and evaluate it in authenticity and freedom, moving towards sober or at least 

Snfdsgdq hm oq`xdq 
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simple choices. It is surely a difficult endeavor which can risk being over-simplified or taken for granted by 
those who might simplify everything on the basis of their own measures. However the need for a positive 
response to the true meaning of life and our origin and destiny and the realization that we carry a great and 
precious gift of faith will make a difference. 
Listening to the Word of God along the journey towards Easter becomes truly a school of fraternity where 
feast and work appear as time spent by Jesus in profound communion with the mystery of the Father.  
It is thus that justice, generosity, benevolence, freedom, service and thus even the total gift of oneself 
become not just words full of humanity but assume the strength of witnessing and translate into missionary 
commitment.  
Missionary call I discovered by the world we belong to and where we are called to live in as Christians. We 
are not talking about establishing geographical boundaries or leaving for distant places. The journey that 
has to be made is that of following the way of Jesus. The mission consists in truly following Him and the 
roads and those of every day. The space offered in these pages for names, stories, and experiences of 
some Bergamo missionaries is meant to help discover the missionary vocation which belongs to every 
Christian. These pages can be enriched by other testimonies, those found in oneôs own family, in the estate 
and in both civil and religious community. There is space to voice the experience of the person offering 
service to the poor, the  sick, in the education of the youth, in any form of missionary animation which 
spreads through commitment óad gentesô even to coherent participation in the stewardship and 
administration of public good in both political and economic contexts. There is space for sharing life 
experiences that we consider valuable and encounters of relation and meeting, collaboration and trust. All 
this together with the place of celebration which makes the community of believers Church in action at 
Sunday Eucharist celebration become a help leading to an Easter capable of moving us beyond ourselves, 
beyond our resistance and fears to see with our eyes and to touch with our hands the beauty of the 
Christian experience. 
It is our prayer that we may welcome and live faithfully this season, even in the effort required by a time  so 
long as that of the Lenten season. It will lead us to taste the heart of our faith: Christ Jesus, the Risen One. 
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In October 1962, while under the dome roof of the Basilica of Saint Peter in Rome Council Fathers were 
moving the first steps of Vatican Council II singing óVeni Creatorô at the port of Genoa two diocesan priests 
of Bergamo were aboard the ship named Bolivia to sail abroad. They were a concrete response to a sister 
church which had been asking for help and sharing. 
Fifty years have passed and history has written new pages full of enthusiasm and missionary passion, 
which add to the pages already made for quite some time by priests, religious, consecrated and lay persons 
of our church. 
After Bolivia it was time for Ivory Coast and the Cuba together with services generously rendered in other 
countries. Today more than eighty diocesan priests have had missionary experience. Others exercise their 
ministry in other dioceses and in Europe serving immigrants. This is a precious and unique heritage. 
The commitment has grown even in the realization of structures and works to serve these communities. 
The list includes the hospital dedicated to the Blessed Pope John XXIII, the different health centers, the 
churches and parish structures, the schools, the feeding centers and also many little assistances to the 
families, to institutes and different realities with a particular commitment to the poor and the sick; it is nearly 
impossible to explain all this generosity which adds to that ordinary commitment which even today 
accompanies the missionaries in the diocesan missions with affection, participation and sensibility. Over the 
years Lenten Season has become the precious occasion to present the works of the diocesan mission, to 
sustain these works  and to offer them a concrete future possibility. 
Here is the invitation to everyone, to the parish communities to offer their contribution even this Lent. 
The commitment for missionary cooperation more and more acquires an awareness of a more open 
sharing which involves even in our territory, a reality which involves us to translate the proclamation of the 
Gospel in concrete acts of charity. That is why in this Lent The Diocesan Missionary Centre, Caritas and 
Secretariat of Immigrants are promoting common projects identifying sustenance and remedy to similar 
situations of poverty and precariousness  among the immigrants and in the diocesan missions. 

Snfdsgdq hm rnkhc`qhsx 
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In the website www.cmdbergamo.org it is possible to identify specific projects and modalities to support and 
different initiatives taking place at the same time in the areas indicated. 
Among the many proposals there is an invitation for every family to host ñRosina la sportivaò, the one 
collecting the offerings. This will be possible by contacting the Diocesan Missionary Centre. 
 

 

Sgd o`hmshmfr ne B`qkn Bdqdr` 
The diocesan Lenten and Easter itinerary uses the iconography of a review of the 17

th
 century painter 

whose many masterpieces are preserved in our churches: Carlo Ceresa. In particular the theme "Living as 
brothers" is given to the representations of some saints who have made visible fraternal life incarnating it in 
their own time and in their lives. The choice of this artist is in conjunction with the exhibition organized by 
the Diocesan Museum A. Bernareggi "Carlo Ceresa, a Lombard painter of the seventeenth century 
between reality and devotion," a unique opportunity to discover the treasures of our land, treasures that 
bear witness to the faith in the Lord Jesus speaking to the heart of everyone. 
 

http://www.cmdbergamo.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

22 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

A S H  W E D N E S D A Y 
 é.THAT BROTHERS MAY LIVE TOGETHER! 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

HOW JOYFUL AND BEAUTIFUL IT IS.  
TO LIVE AS BROTHERS. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Help us to share our Faith to others  
 

During these days of prayeré 
When we feel that we are alone é 
When we lack dedication to our missioné 
May we always live the joy that comes from You. 
Amen. 

people.òAnd this appointment is important and 
should not be missed, even it entails hardship 
and will continue to go on for long time, 
otherwise what will be the meaning of Lent? 
Have a Holy Lenten Season. 

 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

A favorable time, an interesting proposal: Let 
yourself be found. And it can be a good 
moment. It is an encounter that cannot be 
forgotten.  A time to spend together is the 
moment of prayer.  An old missionary once 
said: ñ Today I cannot do anymore many 
activities, but my mission continues.  In prayer 
and encountering God, I encounter many  

 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE SECOND LETTER OF S. PAUL 

TO THE CORINTHIANS 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who 
did not know sin, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him.  Working together, 
a then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace 
of God in vain.  For he says: ñIn an acceptable 
time I heard you, and on the day of Salvation I 
helped you. (5, 20b.6,1.2b) 
 (5,20b.6,1.2b) 
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T H U R S D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  A S H E S 
 

23 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

é.THAT BROTHERS MAY LIVE TOGETHER! 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Choosing life is very demanding: it measures 
us, and involves us. ñWhen you feel upon your 
shoulder the sufferings of the poorò ï written by 
Fr. Luigi ï The value of life is still more intense.  
It is not important anymore where, because the 
drama of poverty doesnôt know limitations, it 
gathers many victims.  What is important is 
your responsibility, your willingness to do  

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY  
I call heaven and earth today to witness 
against you: I have set before you life and 
death, the blessing and the curse. Choose life, 
then, that you and your descendants may live, 
by loving the LORD, your God, obeying his 
voice, and holding fast to him. For that will 
mean life for you, a long life for you to live on 
the land which the LORD swore to your 
ancestors, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to 
give to them. (30, 19-20) 

HOW JOYFUL AND BEAUTIFUL IT IS.  
TO LIVE AS BROTHERS. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 
 Help us to share our Faith to others  
  
In every story of everyday lifeé  
When we abandoned ourselves to loneliness é 

If we do not want to commit...  

And we will be able to give testimony to the 
Gospel. 
Amen. 

everything in choosing the way for life. Now, the 
poor becomes somebody who questions you 
and, most of all, involves you.ò  Fr. Luigi now 
lives with God but his mission continues. A true 
relationship with life is that which we are 
searching in these days of Lent allowing us to be 
provoked by poverty. 
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24 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

F R I D A Y  A F T E R  T H E  A S H E S 
 é.THAT BROTHERS MAY LIVE TOGETHER! 

 

LET US HOLD HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Riccardo, a lay married person with children, 
dedicated his life to the mission in Bolivia.  
From many years his commitment evolves in 
that difficult situation which is measured by 
violence which involves the minors.  The prison 
was transformed for these minors and youth 
into a school, for this it is important to choose a 
way in order ransom them help them to be  

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE BOOK OF  THE PROFET ISAIAH 
Is this not, rather, the fast that I choose: 
releasing those bound unjustly, untying the 
thongs of the yoke; Setting free the oppressed, 
breaking off every yoke? Is it not sharing your 
bread with the hungry, bringing the afflicted 
and the homeless into your house; Clothing the 
naked when you see them, and not turning 
your back on your own flesh? 
 (58, 6-7) 

HOW JOYFUL AND BEAUTIFUL IT IS.  
TO LIVE AS BROTHERS. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Help us to share our Faith to others   

 

In every difficulty of our daily lifeé  
When we prepare to close ourselves in our own 
small worldé 

if we refuse commitment... 
And You take us by hand where ever we are. 
Amen. 

inserted again in the society, it is a process of 
liberation from the past experience in order to 
take control once again their life and to be 
opened again for a future. It is journey that we 
can also take so that we can be also free from 
superficiality and it can teach us to more 
charitable.   
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S A T U R D A Y   A F T E R  T H E  A S H E S 
 

25 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

é.THAT BROTHERS MAY LIVE TOGETHER! 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Living in Central Africa was the most difficult 
moment in the life of Sister Rosaria.  The 
cruelty of the war presented itself to impose a 
question on her fidelity to her chosen vocation 
which forced her to hide herself in the forest 
together with her Christian community.  The 
decision to remain with them even in the 
moment of danger did not peat only gain the 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
After this he went out and saw a tax collector 
named Levi sitting at the customs post. He said 
to him, ñFollow me.ò And leaving everything 
behind, he got up and followed him.  
(5,27-28) 

HOW JOYFUL AND BEAUTIFUL IT IS.  
TO LIVE AS BROTHERS. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Help us to share our Faith to others  

  

In searching your Willé   
When it is difficult for us to leaveé    
If we want to escape from our responsibilitiesé 
And we will experience your help.  
Amen. 

love and respect of the people for her, but also 
confirmed in herself her total dedication to the 
Lord. It is not only a gesture of courage, but most 
of all of faith, which to us, lazy Christians we put 
many questions.  Courageé 
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The feast: a time to contemplate beauty  

 CONVERT ONESELF TO A NEW LIFE  

 
The first brother that we shall meet among the works  of Carlo Ceresa 
is St. Augustine. His  story ( and his holiness ) moves around his 
conversion  already at his adult age. Augustine, man of  north Africa ( 
was born at Tagaste in Numidia, now  Algeria ) reached  Milan and 
there met, a man that is able to move his heart,  giving witness to 
fraternal life in Christ: Saint Ambrose. Augustine discover the faith in 
Jesus and choose to found and  live in a community of monks, 
brothers in Christ, where one dedicates himself to study and to 
preaching. Only after pursues to be a priest and then  bishop of Hippo 
where he will consecrate until the end of his pastoral actions. The 
picture of Ceresa represents to us St. Augustine clothed as a monk ( 
still the same clothes worn today by the Augustinians)  receives a miter 
from an angel:  the role of a pastor in the Church is a gift and at the 
same time a responsibility, the  role of the elder brother among his 
brothers. At the left corner a child  has on  hand  a spoon facing the 
infinite sea to an Augustine with the  book of a Bible open. The child 
wants to empty the sea and to St. Augustine objects the impossibility to 
do it, he answers that it is more easy  to explain the mystery of the 
Trinity. St. Augustine is a Doctor of the Church, a wise theologian, but 
it is the mystery that is to be contemplated and tasted more, as told in 
his book The  Confessions: ñLate have I loved you , oh  beauty, at the 
same time so old and so new, late have I loved you. And here you are 
inside of me and I was out there , where I search for youé I have 
tasted you and now I hunger and thirst for you. You have touched me 
and now burning  with  the desire to attain your peaceò.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

    

C. Ceresa, SantôAgostino, Basilica dei santi Bartolomeo e Girolamo Emiliani -Somasca di Vercurago 

(LC) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

F I R S T  S U N D A Y   O F  L E N T 
 

26 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

The desert is dangerous for life: loneliness, 
difficulty, dangers.  And usually, around us we 
create a true desert. Rev. Andrea, like many 
other missionaries around the world, taking 
care of his Christian community in Bolivia, had 
declared war to any form of loneliness and 
egoism. Creating the community, sharing to 
others what one has, journeying together, 

 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK  
At once the Spirit drove him out into the desert, 
and he remained in the desert for forty days, 
tempted by Satan. He was among wild beasts, 
and the angels ministered to him. The Mystery 
of Jesus After John had been arrested,  Jesus 
came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: 
ñThis is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of 
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 
gospel.ò (1,12-15) 

 

celebrating the faith, is the true sense of the 
Gospel which we must announce and, most of 
all to live.  The missionary parish is the fruit of 
the missionary family. 

 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Remain always with us, Lord 

 

In the gifts of the communityé 
If we forget our brothersé 
To realize the world of brothersé  
And the reign of God will be realized in our 
midst. 
Amen. 
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27 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

F I R S T  M O N D A Y   O F  L E N T 
 LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS  
The LORD said to Moses: Speak to the whole 
Israelite community and tell them: Be holy, for 
I, the LORD your God, am holy. 
(19, 1-2) 

 

Monsignor Servilio is now an old bishop in 
ñretirementò, but was not able to renounce his 
mission in Brazil.  It is already part of his life 
forever. 
His time is dedicated to prayers and listening, 
and in this way he continues to offer his service 
to the Church, and most of all to the poor.  This 
same desire animates his whole life: 
announcing the Gospel  for the good of man, 
so that man can discover that he is called to  

LET US REFLECT 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

Remain always with us, Lord 

 

When we want to renounceé 
When we think only for ourselvesé 
In the difficulty of encountering each otheré 
And we will manifest your presence.  
Amen. 

the ñThings of Godò. Holiness is a proposal 
which passes through testimony and he is a 
sign, by his life, and by his ministry which we 
continue to offer. 
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F I R S T  T U E S D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

28 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW  

 

If you forgive others their transgressions, your 
heavenly Father will forgive you.  But if you do 
not forgive others, neither will your Father 
forgive your transgressions. 
(6, 14-15) 

 

ñThere is always a need for a great heart where 
God Lives, otherwise restart his journeyò: Sister 
Mary was able to live in Mozambique during 
the years of war and now continue her service 
to the children affected by AIDS and 
tuberculosis in her small hospital. When trying 
to write a story affected by the civil war, it is 
inevitable to find the way of  forgiveness, 
otherwise it will only give space for vindication 
and other violence The forgiveness is the force 

LET US REFLECT 

of every believers, even it will cost much.  The 
forgiveness which ask us trace the sentiment of 
reconciliation among our family. 

  

 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Remain always with us, Lord 

 

When we are not able to forgiveé 
When we desire to vindicateé 
In the hardship to desire always what is goodé 
And we will proclaim that you want for us a 
world of peace.  
Amen. 
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29 FEBRUARY 

2 0 1 2 
 

F I R S T  W E D N E S D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

ñI have discovered the richness of povertyò 
says Rev. Fr. Massimo during the conclusion of 
his ministry in Bolivia.  There is no poem also 
because the poor live in a dramatic story which 
usually violent. This can be a provocation 
where we can gain something, to learn how we 
can value with intelligence what we are and we 
have.  It is the way to discover through sharing 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE BOOK OF JONAH  
The people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and 
mall, put on sackcloth.  When the news 
reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his 
throne, laid side his robe, covered himself with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes  
(3, 5-6) 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

a place of encounter and solidarity most with 
those who are in difficulty, with those who feel 
being emarginated and abandoned alone.  A 
way we have to take guided by the Gospel.   

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Remain always with us, Lord 

 

To help us live a good lifeé 
When we show our concern in the poverty of our 
brothersé 
When temptation of unconcern comesé  
And we will have in our hearts your dream of life. 
Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

17 

 

F I R S T  T H U R S D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

1 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 

 

 

If you then, who are wicked, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give good things to those 
who ask him.  ñDo to others whatever you 
would have them do to you. This is the law and 
the prophets.(7, 11-12) 

 

Sister Vittoria went to Bolivia in 1964.  She 
tried her best to live the golden rule of the 
Gospel which is incarnated in charity towards 
others as a concrete manifestation of oneôs 
love for God.  Untiring and generous she went 
through the street of La Paz with passion and 
absolute dedication. A smile, a gesture of hand 
to help, a small moment to listen, some small 

LET US REFLECT 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Remain always with us, Lord 

 

When we walk on the streeté 
In using the things of this worldé 
When we donôt value the things that we haveé 
And we will learn how to sow everywhere what 
is good and what is peaceful. 
Amen. 

amount to alleviate hunger and then always in 
a hurry to go to the chapel to tell the Lord the 
wonderful things of charity. A mission that is 
also entrusted to us to live, in every place and 
in everyday of our life. 
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2 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

F I R S T  F R I D A Y   O F  L E N T 
 LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 

   

Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there recall that your brother has anything 
against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go 
first and be reconciled with your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift.  
(5,23-24) 

 

To remember means to ñtake always in heartò.  
It is a beautiful gesture that can be expressed 
with the hands, but one can live with that heart 
when he opens himself to others and favors an 
encounter even in the midst of the difficulty of 
incomprehension and diversity.  A gift which 
needs communion and the communion can be 
built with small gestures of charity.  In the 
Family, in the parish, in every place we live our 

story we can be an instrument and guardian 

LET US REFLECT 

of communion to enrich our society and make it 
a better world.  It is a task which entails 
responsibility.  Talking among us what is good 
entails sowing what is good. 

 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Remain always with us, Lord 

 

For teaching us to  forgiveé 
When it is very to create encounter among usé 
In our desire to renew the earthé 
And we will learn to share even the small joy of 
each other. 
Amen. 
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F I R S T  S A T U R D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

3 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US HELP EACH OTHER 
 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

There are conflicts in the world, and they are 
many. Those which create news usually have 
an economic and political reason, but those 
war in silence take more victim, and they seem 
less important.  From Darfur as from Somalia 
arrive in us the mourning of those who suffer, a 
voce suffocated by hunger and oppressed by 
unconcern of others. The Christians what are 

 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW  

 

ñYou have heard that it was said, óYou shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.ô  But I 
say to you, love your enemies, and pray for 
those who persecute you,45that you may be 
children of your heavenly Father, for he makes 
his sun rise on the bad and the good, and 
causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. 
(5,43-45) 

they doing? To the violence one must respond 
with prayers, for those who are mature in faith, 
thanks, a free and generous love.  The prayer 
fills the heart and changes oneôs life. 

 

 

THE LORD BLESS US. 
AND GIVE US ETERNAL LIFE. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Remain always with us, Lord 

 

For encountering othersé 
In the weakness of showing loveé 
When we donôt bring peaceé 
And we will feel growing in us the  mystery of  
your love.  
Amen. 
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The feast: a time to contemplate beauty  

 

TO CONTEMPLATE IN FREEDOM 

 
Here is another brother that will accompany us  in this lent.  St. 
Anthony of  Padua:  a saint very much venerated,  but less  known. St. 
Anthony was born in Portugal  with the name Fernando  he entered in 
the Order of the Augustinians, but his priestly life was not satisfied and 
discovered in time a new style of fraternal life: that of the Franciscans 
brothers or friars newly found by Saint Francis in Italy. The Saint asks 
to enter in the new order and  set out in Italy where he preached  the 
Christian faith till his death, at only  36 years old. In Carlo  Ceresa we 
will find some elements that tells  us  not only of his life, but also the 
faith of St. Anthony which we see at the center of the sack cloth, a sign 
that the Franciscan friars are a mendicant Order and they choose 
poverty as a way to share to live as brothers according to the Gospel. 
Anthony embraces a Child: itôs Jesus, the object of his adorable gaze 
and his devotion are  expressed  in  an elegant bow. Jesus  stands on 
an open book: the encounter with the Brother is brought to light 
through meditation and from the wisdom of the Word. Each one of us is 
invited to climb on  Tabor  of the Transfiguration towards the 
knowledge of the Bible and through prayer. Their embrace  is  
brotherly, free, able to testify to us love and submission: there is no 
love without freedom. The sweetness and mercy of God in Jesus 
guides our freedom to the greater Love. The angels surround  two 
great leaders: one placed the crown of holiness flourished  in  Anthony, 
other two guarding the divine light that passes through the clouds, 
another one holding a lily sign of purity and chastity.  At the end, the 
last one, at the left corner holds a picture that  represent the church of 
Gorlago in which the painting is kept: sign of devotion of the place of 
the Portuguese saint.  
C. Ceresa, SantôAgostino, Basilica dei santi Bartolomeo e Girolamo Emiliani -Somasca di Vercurago 

(LC) 
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S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

4 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRAYER  

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK  
As they were coming down from the mountain, 
he charged them not to relate what they had 
seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. So they kept the 
matter to themselves, questioning what rising 
from the dead meant. (9, 9-10) 

 

Sometimes we cannot do much, but itôs 
important to be hereò: Father Johnny tells his 
missionary  vocation in  Ivory Coast. In the last 
months,  the civil war has torn the place leaving  
it with  a  track of violence and victims. Today 
robbery is taking advantage on the number of 
arms present in the population,  surely is  one 
of the most  dangerous threats. Itôs hard to 
think of peace, as to satisfy certain equilibrium. 

 

LET US REFLECT 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

  

Enlighten us with your presence, Lord 
 

Every  dayé 
In every placeé 
With all strengthé 
And we leave to bring to heart the needs of 
each man who suffer. 
Amen.  

 

A presence that is able to trust, to invite to start 
again, to tighten friendship and to build the 
missionary task of the community. The 
announcement of the Gospel transforms life: 
an occasion  also for us. 
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5 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

S E C O N D  M O N D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

To travel  dug and narrow roads to reach the 
village is common in Ivory Coast. There is no 
light and no water to take from the well. The 
community assemble in a small church and 
Father Max  begins to tell the Gospel. The 
catechumens in the first row, for them itôs the 
first announcement. An announcement that 
opens new horizons of life. An encounter that  

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE  
Be merciful, just as [also] your Father is 
merciful. ñStop judging and you will not be 
judged. Stop condemning and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven. 
Give and gifts will be given to you; a good 
measure, packed together, shaken down, 
and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. 
For the measure with which you measure will 
in return be measured out to you. (6, 36-38) 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Enlighten us with your presence, Lord 

To those who are lonely and hopelessé 
In our willingness of each dayé  
In our difficulty of not to judgeé  
And we will write pages of mercy. 
Amen. 

has the force to mark out life forever. An 
experience of mercy that is able to dialogue 
with each onesô story. The proposal of the 
Gospel is merciful announcement. If our home 
is clothed with mercy, it becomes also an 
announcement of life. 
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S E C O N D  T U E S D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

6 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

A large number  of boys attacked the school 
hall. Like every day Patricia, a lay missionary  
in Bolivia, welcomes them and spend the 
afternoon  trying  to make up for some in their 
scholastic journey and above all, to avoid the 
bad school of the street. Each child is a 
richness and to take care  of him brings forth 
the best of himself. God does this to each one 

 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW  

 

Call no one on earth your father; you have but 
one Father in heaven. Do not be called 
óMasterô; you have but one master, the 
Messiah. The greatest among you must be 
your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.(5,20b.6,1.2b) 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Enlighten us with your presence, Lord 

 

In school and at worké 
When we donôt want to be committedé 
In the family and among friendsé 
And we will discover that you are our Teacher. 
Amen. 

of us. He is the teacher of our life. May be a 
little of post-school also for us is not too much!    
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7 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

S E C O N D  W E D N E S D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Enlighten us with your presence, Lord 

 

In our daily lifeé 
When difficulties are insuperableé 
To stay near to those who sufferé  
And we shall become companions in the journey 
for those who are alone and abandoned. 
Amen. 

encounter   to plant in charity in a piece of hope 
and trust in that future that seems always 
threatened and fragile. Sharing the cross is for 
each one of us is a precious moment of 
mission. 

 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Also today the way of the cross is a reality for 
many. In the announcement  of the Gospel the 
Christian community becomes  neighbor to 
those who live in sorrow and gathers the tears 
and sufferings. This is how  Sister Elisabeth 
lives her mission in Ivory Coast. The 
dispensary, the rooms of the hospital, the 

house of spirituality, become places of  

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW  

 

Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the 
twelve [disciples] aside by themselves, and 
said to them on the way, ñBehold, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death, 
and hand him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and scourged and crucified, and he 
will be raised on the third day.ò (20, 17-19) 
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S E C O N D  T H U R S D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

8 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

assures  the  commitment of each day to a 
continuous conquest of liberty nurtured by the 
force of the Gospel. Itôs this charity that makes 
the desert flourish.  

 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Enlighten us with your presence, Lord 

 

When we insist to have always the reasoné 
In the difficulty of friendshipé  
When trust becomes lessé  
And we will live together in freedom and in 
peace. 
Amen. 

LET US START OUR PRAYER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Itôs not a desert, but surely out of  this world. 
Sister Josie lives from years  Potosì in service 
for the campesine community for the promotion 
of women and instructions for the small ones. 
ñMy people, thus proven by the environment 
and by poverty, needs to rediscover more trust 
in themselves, , for the present and for the 
futureò. It ós in this that   

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET 

JEREMIAH 

 

Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the man who 
trusts in human beings, who makes flesh his 
strength, whose heart turns away from the 
LORD. He is like a barren bush in the 
wasteland that enjoys no change of season, but 
stands in lava beds in the wilderness, a land, 
salty and uninhabited. (17, 5-6) 
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9 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

S E C O N D  F R I D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

Thereôs a mission that can be brought by all: 
the everyday of faith. Exactly the same  in our 
homes, itôs possible to write  an intense 
evangelical pages. Above all, a courageous 
choice  in the difficult times that  we are living. 
The economy that gets mad,  puts into risk the 
serenity of the whole family, fails the possibility 
of future occupations and harass those who 

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW  

 

Jesus said to them, ñDid you never read in the 
scriptures: óThe stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has 
this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyesô? 
Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will 
be taken away from you and given to a people 
that will produce its fruit. (21, 42-43) 

who are  very weak. The room for free services 
always  become very precious and urgent. A 
possible commitment for all those in our 
community. 

 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Enlighten us with your presence, Lord  
 

To help us  live the missioneé 
When we are called to charityé 
In the daily encounter with personsé 
And we will discover that you always thought of us 
Amen. 
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S E C O N D  S A T U R D A Y  O F  L E N T 
 

10 MARCH 

2 0 1 2 
 

LET US LOOK AT EACH OTHER EYE TO EYE 

 

LET US HOLD  HANDS 

 
OUR FATHERééééé 

BLESSINGS FROM THE LORD. 
JUSTICE FROM GOD OUR SALVATION. 

 

LET US END WITH THANKS  

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER REPEATING 

 

 

 Enlighten us with your presence, Lord 

 

To continue to search those who are losté 
For the purpose of the goodé  
When we are called to commit ourselvesé                                            
And we will know to respond to provocations of 
evil with faith.  
Amen. 

missionary to live his daily  research  of  
humanity. A precious service for the good of 
the poor, a good that involve us. Contagious! 

 

LET US START OUR PRA YER 

IN THE NAME OF THE  FATHER, THE SON  

AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN 

 

A great heart  is that one of Father Luigi, after 
almost twenty years of ministry in Bolivia, from 
1999 is committed in the mission of the diocese 
of Cuba. A populous rural community that each 
day, is called to do the account on the 
necessary needs The food, medicine, a place 
to meet, the possible way to know the Lord, are 
activities that take part in that response of the  

LET US REFLECT 

LET US LISTEN TO THE WORD 

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
So to them he addressed this parable. ñWhat 
man among you having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them would not leave the ninety-
nine in the desert and go after the lost one until 
he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it 
on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his 
arrival home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors and says to them, óRejoice with me 
because I have found my lost sheep. (15, 3-6) 
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The feast: a time to contemplate beauty 

SHARE THE FAITH 

 
In the third week of Lent we  meet one of the first bothers of Jesus: the 
apostle Bartholomew, in the gospels  he is also called  Nathaniel. 
Bartholomew is the friend of Philip, it is through this last witness ( 
ñCome and seeò John 1, 46 )  that  he  becomes an apostle, and  a 
brother of our Lord. Bartholomew, after his initial mistrust, choose to 
follow Jesus and his adhesion was so much as being    mentioned in 
the gospel of John as one of the first confessions of faith: ñMaster, you 
are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel!ò ( John 1, 49 ). The life 
of the apostle is characterized by the indications that the Lord himself  
has given to his brothers: ñ You received this as a gift, so give it  as a 
gift. Do not carry any gold, silver or copper in your purses. Do not 
carry a travelerôs bag, or an extra shirt, or sandals, or a walking stick:  
workers deserve their livingò (Mt 10, 8-10). The life of the apostles is a 
life of brotherhood that is born in sharing and from the renouncement 
of  having too much. While the merchants at the temple are exactly the 
contrary of the brothers: They steal and market what is treasure in  
their hearts. They turned the house of the Father (the house of the 
brothers)  a place to buy and sell and not of sharing. In the picture of 
Ceresa St. Bartholomew is old: had lived the Paschal of Jesus and 
awaits for the last looking at the light that rends the clouds. An angel 
holds a knife leaning his hand on a book: the first sign of the violent 
death of the saint ( traditions says that he was skinned alive ), then the 
second sign is his wisdom ( the expression ñ stay under the fig treeò  
means ñstudy the Scripturesò. At the left corner is the image of the 
martyrdom, the last act of witnessing the faith in the Lord.     
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

C. Ceresa, SantôAgostino, Basilica dei santi Bartolomeo e Girolamo Emiliani -Somasca di Vercurago 

(LC) 


