CHRISTIAN
BROTHERHOOD

h




«..raising
great joy
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elovedBrothers and Sisters,

With this greeting weoften start our encountes. What

meaningdo these words normally used among clos
personshave? Why do Christians define relationshsp
amongst themselvesvith these terms? Is it avay of

indicaing how Christians must behave among

themselveswith others ordo they indicate something
real? If it is real, whamportance does definition like
thisassumein our fe?

| beg your pardonif | start this letter witha series of
questions;this seens to me a way of quickly enterin
the theme which | intend to share with you
«Brotherhood in the Christian Community



WHAT MUST]
CHRISTIAN
DO TO CAL

EACH OTHER
«BROTHER

AND SISTERS

WHY THIS THEME ?

The Diocean Synodhad indicated the Parish as
«fraternal community»{2), «a community of fraterna
lovex(272): This description shapes timageof the Paish
community and at the same timéndicates a need to
pursue.

This need is the reason why | chose this tne for this
year: that our parishes and our diocesan church grow
brotherhood and become more aware that tr
characteristic is decisive to be #uisciples of our Rise
Lord andcollaborators in His missionhik is thepath on
which we should walk iorder to renew the life of oul
communiies to incarnatemore our faithfulness to the
Gospel, to nourish our missionary endeavor, and to fe
forms of collaborations irall levels. In particular in this
perspective are foundthe reflection and the focusof the
Pastoral Unitswhich the diocesan Synod hdsunched.
The choice of this themetrongly intertwines with the
proclamationof the Year of the Faith omhe part of the
Holy Faher, in the occasion of the $0anniversary of the
opening of the Vacan Council Il and of the 2C
anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of -
Catholic Church.



In the proclamation letteris written: «It will start on the
11" of October 2012, onthe 50" anniversary of the
opening of the Vatican Council Il, and weilid on the
solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ Kindhefniversethe
24" of November 2013The 11™ of October 2012, coincide
also with the 2d" anniversaryof the publiation of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, the fomulgated by
my Predecesspthe Blessed &pe John Paull, whichaims
to illustrate the foce and the beauty of the Faitb all the
faithful».

In relation to our pastoral theme, the Popgainwrites in
his letter: «<Because of faith the disciples formed the f
communitygatheredaround the teaching of the Apostle
in prayer, in the celebration of the Eucharist, putting
communion all that they possessed in order to sustain
necessity ofhe brethrem (cfr At. 2:4247).

Even our Diocese will open as a community the Year o
Faith this coming 11 October, with a particula
OSt SONYGAZ2Y AY GKS tI NRACF
liturgical memory of the Blessed Pope John XXIIg sl
very dear to usThe memory and the veneration of Po
John, wunited in a renewed understanding of

magisterium, of his testimony and prophetic coure
which started the beginning of the Vatican Ecumen
Council 11, will characterized our way ddlebrating the
Year of the Faith in order to arrive a more sigificant
celebration of the 58 anniversary of his death whighok
placeon the 3° of June 1963.In this sense, the Dioces
the Pope John XlIl Foundation, theSotto il Monte
Parishtogether with the PIME community, will propose
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some initiatives ofparticular significance.Among these
which from now on, lallow myself to emphasize the
diocesan Pilgrimagto Rome and the pilgrimages of tl
RAFFSNBY (G LI NxRakKSa G2 af
propose to allthe youth, a pilgrimage by foot from Assi
to Rome through the Via Francigemehich will happen in
the month of August.

In the encounter with theDiocese of Bergamoin the
occasion of the 50 anniversary of the eld¢ion of Pope
John, Benedict X\Addres&d the pilgrimsfrom Bergamo:
«The Oocese of Bergamo is in feast and cannot miss
spiritual encozy G SNJ ¢ A 0 K K Jadrothef vihd
became father as willed by the Lérdas he himself onc
said. Near the Confession of the Apostle Petposeshis
venerated mortal body. From this placdear to all
baptize& KS NB LIS (i Josephz &e22ddkX
It is in the parish wherenef S| Ny a ( 2 aitlh
concretel X 2 A U K Y dop&Roricdliteatriisted tc
the parish, the family of families, the task to nour
among the faithful the sentiments of communion and
brotherhood. Moldedby the Eucharist, the parish ce
become- as he thought healthy ferment of unrest in th
widespread consumerism and individualigrh our time,
reawaken solidarity and openingn FRaith the eye of the
heart to recognize d father, who is selfless love, eager
share withHis childrenHis own joy».



A GREATFUL GLANCE

Three years &ve passed since the beginning of my
ministry among you: | thanthe Lordwith all my heart anc
the entire community of Bergamo. | asiill amazedby
your cordia affection and the &ith with which you have
received me. Thethree intense yearsduring which |
proposed to mysélto know and to encounter our ibcese
and our society; the journey taken $iEnderedme aware
of the enrichingexperiencethat cannot beconstricted to
such limited time. | seerto have noticed even patrtially.
some characteristics of this community: the vitality of
parish and the oratory, the attachment to the religious &
cultural traditions, the significant rolef the Oocese, the
strength of the differentforms of voluntary activities a
particular missionary impulse ancbncrete and bountifu
generosityin every field the presence of the processof
identification strongly felt, the centrality of work, and tt
wealth from the nauralistic, landscape, artistic, cultur
and economic poirgof view.

All of these, and all those which | did notcadl, had
contributed to the formation of a patrimony which wou
be unwise towaste Atthe same time, there are imminer
realities which cannot permit to postpone decisior
regarding what they represent:
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the financial crisis, economic and social, wikteir very
distressingproductive and occupational implications a
with the risk, which is not at all theoretical, of soci
fragmentation and divisiorwhich isincreasinglymarked
and accompanied by dangerous effects on pessamd on
the weake categoies of people; the questions, the
demandsand the provocations expresseuhd not, by the
younggeneration; themposingand structural presence ¢
immigrant, whether Christian or of other religisnwhich
implies a disposition to dialogue andaing capable o
resistingeasy andvidespread temptations of indifference
rejection or discrimination; the questiamof globalization,
of the economic, scientific and technical developmeutt,
the world of communication, of medicine, of researc
with extraordinary excellence in our territory, which
encourageunited effort; the diffusionof secularization anc
the lost ofa shared horizon of values and above of all
us Christians, the demands of the Gospel whéad us to
continuous processs of personal and communitaria
conversion.

The condition of change must néiighten us It s ane of
the criteria for interpretingour time andfor beingfaithful
to the evangelicasolicitations as well as those of life.



A WAY OF SHARING

In these years, | trik to listen and to revive what i
important to the Christian community and to all the oth
communities, trying to pursue a style of sharing ¢
experiencing beauty and difficulty. Sharing belongs to
world of mutual listening, of significant encounteof
sincere dialogue, of challenging relationships, of exc
experience and proposes the search for trut
overcoming schemes, experiences and ideas that are
ours, with the desire to arrive at a broader truth a
shared by many. It does not entditterested processes i
gathering a broader consensus , neither is it resig
NBaLlSOG G2 2ySQa 246y oSt
' INBFGSNI GNHziK YR RSSL
capable of moving one to a commitment and to sha
responsillity. In this sense, it seemed to me th
encouraging meetings and moments of listening to all
realities and individuals corresponi this need: | an
grateful to all the ecclesiastical, institutional and so
sectors that have permitted me this kirof relationship.

In this perspective particiga in a meaningful way
vicariate meetings with priests, parish pastoral a
vicariateorgansms with catechistsin particular, | feel the
desire to renew the conviction and the spirit of the
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Diocesan Councilswith the hope that they can als
become an exemplary sign feélhose vicarial, parish an
every ecclesial organisnThe road is still long, but | sen
the sincere @sire to follow it,above all by using th
criteria of community discernment, which is the meth«
characteristic of the Christian community.

This letter also becomesan opportunity to mature the
method of sharing that will orient a reflectiorof the
method of pastoral work of our Diocese, particularly
the modality represented by the pastoral program. As
can tell, this does not intend to suspend the proposal
pastoral program, almost as if on a sabbatical year, rat
to ask ourselveson what can improve the diocesa
proposal regarding a shared journey, to make it m
effective, but above all so that it becomes an even be
sign of communion to testify and a message of hope t«
our contemporary women and men and our countryme
will be happy to gather during the year the proposals tt
you will want me to have regarding this aspect, be it m
on a personal lezl, as well as on the level cbmmunity
organizations.



A PASTORAL PERSPECTIVE

The council of priestof this year discussethe theme of
PastoralUnits, which | thinkdeserves to bérought to the
attention of the entirediocesan communityit isthe intent
of this letter to offer the reasons thatinspire itand the
characteristics thatmark it and not to deal with the
organizationof theseUnits.

The world has changed and we cannot think that it is «
for the worse. The Risen Christ and the Gospel live
many people are capable of giving hope and salwato
the entire world, which also reveals the signs of

presence. | am thinking of the continuously increas
conviction of those who livea community life, of the
untold group dedtation of uncountable personsof the
spreading love for the Word @od, of the daily hardshig
and joys ofmany families in embodying theaih, of the
testimony of a multitude of priests, consecrated perst
and lay people. | am also thinking of some essential is
that question us: the vitality of thedith of thosewho are
baptized, the incarnation of the Gospel in contempor
culture, and the significance of the Christian propose
relation to the life of contemporary man, of his persol
and social dimensions.Christianbrotherhood is not a

DO WE KQW
HOW TO
PERCER/THE
SIGNS OF HOF
ANDSALVATIO
AMONGSUS
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tender and comforting feeling to cultivate among peof
who think the same way and who feel affective &
eledive affinities with each otherit is the way to whict
we are called to live antb bear witness to the Gospel, n
alone but together.

£ parsobene
allo Spirito Sants

2 anoi, di non

mpora
altro obbligo al 4i

fuoridi queste cose
necess anrje:
astenersi dalle
carni

offerte agi ido
dal sanque, dau’:
animali soffcr.a;l e
dalle utioni i legittimeg
State benel .




TO THE SOURCES
OF CHRISTIAN
BROTHERHOOD

Christian brotherhoodjualifies as drotherhoodin Raith,
but even more so aa brotherhood inChrist the LordIn
fact, the word brother and sisteraside from indicating
family ties expresseseligious andsocial bonds as wel
Among the baptizedn the other hand,it indicates not
only acommon sense of belongirgut afraternal bondof
Christ witheachof them andthus abond of brotherhood
between them. Precisely the brotherhood of Christwith
his disciplesand of His disciplesamong themselves
cultivates brotherhoodwith every human beingiot only
because of their belonging to tHeuman raceput more so
asit is reachedby the love ofGod in @rist Jesusin this
sense, Christian brotherhoodoes not present itselin
exclusive termsbut ratherin terms of servicéo it among
all men Christian brotherhood thereforejoes not belonc
only to the world of feelingsnor only to the necessan
scaleof fundamental values, but is the giftand the fruit
of Christ's Resurrection

Clear such as ortaster morningis the appearance dhe
RisenChristto Mary MagdaleneTo herhumbleembrace,

WHOWILL
SEPARATE US
FROM THE
LOVE OF
CHRIST?
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Jesis responds byndicating toa her the task thateveals
the bond «Stop holding on to me, for | have not }
ascended to the Father. But do my brothers and tel
i K S Yam ghing to my Father and your Father, to
D2R | YR &Roddhiistiagdiothérhood isa grace
that comes from GodJesus in hi®assionsaveausin the
relationships thatwe have with othersopening for ughe
doorsto a new brotherhoodwhich will be thehallmark of
the new Christian communitie$le, as the Apostle says,
the «firstborn ofa multitude of brethres.

A brotherhood which Jesus hgelf teaches us in th
Gospel. «Only in the following of Christ leads to n
brotherhood> (Benedict XVI)

In the search forHis mother and His relatives Jesus
respondsby indicatingnew ties «Then his mother and h
brotherscame to him but were unable to join him becat
2T GKS ONRGRO® IS gl a G2ft¢
I NS adlyRAY3 2dziaA RSHelssidRo
GKSY Ay NB L hy hbicthérs are2hode Sl
hear the word of God and act oréit(Lk 8,1921). These
bonds spring from the Community listening to God's W
and of its shared implementation.

In the parable of the judgment Jesus extends the
dimensionof brotherhood to all the little and the poor,
with whom He identified calling thembrothers «And the
king will answer them:@Amen, | say to you, whatever yi
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did
mee» (Mt 25,40)



In the powerful antithesisof the Sermon orthe Mount,
Jesus provokes his listeners with surprising new
perspectives{ , 2dz KI @S KSIF NR GKI
f20S @2dz2NJ ySAIKo2N I yR Kl
love your enenais, and pray for those who persecute
,that you may be children of your heavenly Father, fo
makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and ce
rain to fall on the just and the unjust .For if you love th
who love you, what recompense will yioave? Do not the
tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brot
only, what is unusual about that? Do not the pagans do
same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly Fathe
perfect» (Mt 5,4348).

Andin the instructionsregarding relationships among F
disciples Jesus teaches«As for you, do not be calle
Gwl o0oAédd | 2dz KIFI @S odzi 2
brothers. Call no one on earth your father; you have
one Faher in heavenxMt 23,89).

The words of the Risen Master reveal the reason and
source of this new brotherhood: the Fatherhood of G
There is no brotherhood possible until its origin
recognized: Jesus, the only Son, reveals to us the imia
God the Father and His Resurrectimakes us a part of i
We noware already children of God, John says in his le
and the Apostle Paul will be the voice of this unimagin:
paternity. «For those who are led by the Spirit of God
children of GodFor you did not receive a spirit of slav
to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adopti
throughg KA OK ¢S ONEBZX G! ool =

«IN FACT, IF Y(
LOVE THOSE
WHOLOVEYOUY
WHICHREWARI
WILL YOU
RECEIVE FROM
THIS»

15
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The Spirit itself bearwitness with our spirit that we at
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of
and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him
that we may also be glorified with him$Rm 8,1417).

With Hs obedience anwvith the gift of Hmself, Jesus put
us in the right relationship to be children of the sai
Father, and precisely for this reason we are invited to
as brothers and sisters in truth. The filial relationshif
strengthened by listening to the Word of God aimdthe
communion with the bread of heaven. The Holy Spirit t
we have received as a gift introduces us into a commui
with the Trinity. We cannot expect to build Christi
brotherhood, without living a profound union with Gc¢
our Father.

Brotherhood according to the Gospel is missionary in
sense that the Church's mission springs from a widesp
and deep consciousness and community experiel
Listening to the testimony of the Acts of the Apostles,
realize that the proclamation fothe Gospel and the
transmission of faith are born precisely in an inter
community context, at the same time, we canove that
the mission, such as the Spirit of the Lord promoiigs
brings about abundant and significant fruits
brotherhood.Neither should it be forgotten or overlooke
that the recipients and privileged protagonists in t
practice and proclamation of brotherhood in the ea
communities were often the poolt is not for nothing that
the terms and attitudes that indicate brotherhdo recur
with great frequency precisely in the book of Acts.



At this point some questions arise: How are we I\
brotherhood according to the Gospel in our parisk
between the parishes, between the different eccles| wHicH
communities, in the Diocese and in its relations with e\| MENTALITY
person who constitutes the world in which we live? W gSE;C%EME 10
widely spread temptations should we overcome? Wt| [veas

paths should we follow in the contempayacontext? BROTHERS

£ parsobene

allo Spirito

animali soffocati o
atie

dalle unioni illegittims
State benel j
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THE CHURCH
AS A COMMUNITY
OF BROTHERS

We have recalledthat brotherhood amongthe baptized
draws from the amazing condition of being children of
one and the sme Father. It is a gift that we have receiv
and isa part of the mystery of communion. The life of G
is communion, indeed He is communion: unimagine
communion, which we profesen the mystery of the
Trinity. @mmunion creates communion: itannot ke
contained as love that has no measure. The Church is
sign and instrument in history of this mystery

communion, whose source is God himself who

communicatedt in Jesus and whreachesus through the
work of the Holy Spirit. The Church, theyef, is a
manifestation of God's communion This is its origina
this is its uniqueness: the Church is necessarily one,
countless diversities and articulations, but essentially ¢
The historical divisions are painful wounds in the life
the Church and every efforand stepto overcome them
are reasons of comfort, joy and hope. There are not (
historical divsions and the fruit of our singhere is alsc
the danger of conceiving the Church as a sum c
federation of churches,whether these be the Dceses



or parishes or other forms of Christian community life. -
Church is one andllathat which nourishes this unior
coresponds toits identity and to the mystery tha
constitutes it. That is whywhat | am indicating yot
through the Pastoral tits, is not only a new form c
organization feared by some as a disease ®apastoral
error or consideredsimply as a necessitdictated by
many, but a way of living our Christian vocation in
Church capable of brotherhood and which is
enthusiastic about the mission that the Lord calls to ft
with Him.

Brotherhood is one of the fundamental connotations
the Christim community. Jesus Himself speaks of
disciples as brothers, evoking however, a relation:
which already was recognized by his people as indic:
something beyond the family organizationshow good
and joyful it isthat brothersare togethewr. The apostles
use this terminology to address the disciples of Jesus C
and to trace the features of life of the first Christi
communities. The life of the first community is consigr
to us as an example of fraternal lif@&he underlining
emphasis in tld sense is on particular vocations, suct
monks and nuns, the conseceal persons, the presbyter
who are not excluded, but rather, prophetical
exemplary of a condition proper of everyone baptizec
relating with other baptized persons and with @l other
human persons. It deals with a brotherhood wh
somehow belongs to a profound level much superiol
that determined by family bonds.

DO WE
CULTIVATE A
SPIRITUALITY
BROTHERHOC
IN OUR
PARISHES
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FRATERNAL LIFE

If brotherhood is a gift, it is also a commitmenthat is
carried out according to the Word of God. One of -
modalities that characterize those who live consecrat
to Our Lord in the celibate and virginal life is represen
by fraternal life. | wish to thank them forhis type of
ecclesial testimony and encourage them to be ever
brilliant. How cannot we not recognize how fraternal |
has inspired many other forms of Christian witnessing
iKS KAad2NE 2F (KS / KdzNX
today even communiéis of lay people and families ada
among themselves styles and forms that want to
witnesses of fraternity in a particular efficient mann
And finally, | think we will give a great offense to «
LI NAaK O2YYdzyAGASaA:I AF &
of fraternal life experience. We are tempted to eviden
the limits and the contradictions of this fraternity that
anonymous, the divisions in exclusive groups, cl
families, and even opposing groups that wish to
authentic communities or as thieue parish; but these sin
cannot darken the simple fraternal life lived day by day
those who live not only the belongingness, but also
service to the community and mutual help in faith and
charity.



| nourish the desire that in every parish commun
religious or associated and in the wider ecclesial f
including the diocesan, reflects on the concreteness
brotherhood, starting from fah, recognizing it anc
translating it to charity. The articulation of this reflecti
can be subdivided in this way: fraternity in the pari
fraternity among parishes, fraternity among varic
experiences of Christian life, fraternity with all men ¢
women, and in the various forms of social sharing. This
aspect | think is very necessary with regards to what
Church is called to become not only as a sign but also
significant and effective instrument.

If In these years we have proposeddhgh the pastora
programs to follow a process of transformation in or¢
that our parishes may become more, each day
authentic Christian community. | believe that the attenti
towards fraternal life is absolutely coherent with

commitment. The thera of the pastoral unity is place
clearly in this situation: as | have often repeated, it is n
matter of thinking about abolishing parishes, nor is
about forming the so called groups, but to grow
communion through experiences that nourish atéraity
that is not exclusive, but is an always evident expres
of the belogingness to the unique Churchihis is the
indispensable condition necessary for ev
communication and transmission of faith, for eve
evangelization, and for new evangetipas, for the
mission, for the renewal of the itinerary of Christian

initiation: Christian communities truly fraternalapable of
living brotherhood within themselves and amo
themselves and finally witnessing and offering it to
men.

WHATOF
BROTHERHOC
WITH ALL THE
MEN AND
WOMEN OF
THISNORLD
DOWE MAKE
POSSIBRE
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From this they will know you, says the Lord, by the love
that you have for each other.




CONSIDERATIONS
ON PASTORAL UNITS

The term Pastoral Units musehunderstood correctly: Le
us say clearly what it is not. It is not the abolition of :
parish. The Diocesan Synod reaffirmed the centrality of
parish and focused on what it means to tb@entemporary
world, without nostalgic focusing on the past, bwith
renewed determination with respect to the present a
the future. The parish is called to be a true Chris
community: this is the task that the Synod has entrus
to us, offering the guidelines to proceed in this directi
The parish is a commiin called to live and bear witnes
to communion and evangelizing mission. Precisely for
reason, the parish alone is not enough: it is not enoug
witness a communion that tends to become a sign of h
for all mankind, not just to the mission thanevitably
exceeds the boundaries of the parish. | think of th
existential areas of the mission: the family, young peo
immigrants, the world of work, school and univers
health, politics, culture and communications, leisL
emotional and relatnal dimensions, those of hume
frailty, the cultural ferment, trends, transgressiv
phenomena the processes of globalization.

TO WHAT
EXISTENTIAL
NEEDS CAN
MEET THE
MISSION OF
PASTORAL
UNITS
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These are realities that surpass the borders and

experiences of a single parish, even great, and at the s
time cannot be entrusted only to broader levels (as
Vicariate and the Diocese), because we know clearly \
impact they have on people's daily experiences that for
community. What we are addssingto then is to pursue
together the responses, the testimonies and the ways t
seem better suited for the mission which the Lord entru
to us, aware that the dimension othe community
enlivened by the fraternity actually lived remains decisiy

It is not therefore to abolish parishes or even to me
them. The latter is a term adopted at a time when so
parishes, on the occasion of the revision of the Agreen
of 1984 were abolished and merged with others. Now -
is nd that. It is not even a matter that concerns only t
clergy and its distribution. It is true that the experience
the Pastoral Units was established in many Diocese
Italy and abroad for reasons dictated by the decreas:
vocations and priestly peznce; It is true that at this tim
we are not, by the grace of God, in this condition wit
our Diocese; It is true that unfortunately even in c
Diocese response to the priestly vocation has decret
and that the clergy is aging fast; It is true thatth all the
faith of which we are capable, we ask the Lord to give
the gift of new vocations to the priesthood and thai

enlighten and give strength to anyone who receives

gift, to pursue it with confidence. It is equally true that t
shape ofthe Pastoral Units corresponds to a need tha
independent from the centrality of the parish, but the



values it in terms of ceresponsibility, of ministerial
wealth, of the rediscovery of the presbyter, shai
awareness with other parishes of pastoral responsib
towards the territory and especially in terms of mission.

The forms ofPastoral Wits may be diffeent but share
these traits: it has organized forms of collaboration am:
multiple parishes, established in an organic w
permanent and recognized by the Bishophey are
characterized by a pastoral program and a shared ur
ministry. | have describepastoral unity in terms that giv
a brief summary of what it is and what it is not, but | th
this way will suffice insofar as we become increasi
aware of what Christian fraternity means. Someone r
think that broadening the boundaries of the pdri
community, through forms of partnership with oth
parishes, may diminish further the sense of belonging
fall in organization forms increasingly far removed fr
the lives of the people. It is a concern, which is alre
quite felt in the life of ndividual parishes. We cann
imagine that this sense of belonging can be implemer
as in the past, when the pace of life, the organizatior
time, mobility, the life of the people were ordered
slower terms and marked by centuries of a world les
dispersed and less complex compared to odizday the
neighborhood, which still sees in the figure of a priest
irreplaceable figure must be a sharguloximity as a
community, an essentiaclosenessand, ultimately, once
again fraternal. A perspectte of this kind causes &
inevitable reflection on the figure of the priest and his

DO WE KNOW
HOW TO LIVE
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service. In this way, the testimony of fraternity among
priests is encouraging and even decisive. For this reason |
support all forms with which it can be done.



FROM COLLABORATION
TO CO-RESPONSIBILTY

Our Diocese is made up of nearly four hundred paris
The great part, but not all, for some time have a resid
pastor. In recentyears, in the face of dwindling numbe
of priests and their aging, the problem we have deeply
is the diminishing of young priests to post to our oratot
and to engage in youth ministry. This is a serious prob
There are significant initiativesof experiences o
collaboration among parishes in these areas; the gree
part of our oratories, not having a curate or assist
pastor, is guided and animated directhy parish priests
voluntary work and collaboration qualifying in many for
have poved to be an enormous richness that ensu
continuity in many activities of the oratoriesto
educational proposals and introduction to faith; famil
are often protagonists in the oratory initiatives; in sot
situationslay presences are outlinechore stable and witt
responsilke directives, in some cases, the service offe
by cooperative with educational purposes provided
satisfactory solution, without becoming a subject to wh
we should extend the oratory and its specific propc
linked to the life of the community; He UPEEservice is
substantial support to the various needs thathave been

WITHWHAT
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expressed.But we do not want to stop here. Prayii
always,that the Lord grant us young priestir younger
generations, waewvant to pursue with profound convictiol
the mission to young people and we can do if we
going to work together. It is not sustainable that a yot
priest is askedto share his arvices across multipl
communities and oratories without changing anything
the pastoral orgaization: it is a matter of instead, ¢
thinking that more parishes, with a greater awareness
their mission and under the banner of fraterni
cooperate wih one another for a significant mission f
and with youth; It will be within this cooperatiatihat the
service of a young priest at the service of yol
generationscan be definedWhere this is happening, yc
can already seg¢he fruits or at least fruit buds. Even i
priest with responsibility for guiding more communiti
can spread out his services to ensure each service
maintains the past and that is separate from what
happening in the Church, in the world and in order
develop Christian awaress. Few times | have had t
impression that some people in our parish communities
not give attention to Christian life and to the experience
faith and simply were worried smbstinately to be
guaranteed an identity certainly not Evangelical ant
fidelity to the past that mortifies the emsforming powel
of the Gospel.

In this context, awareness of the Christian community
such is destined to grow: for a long time we he
identified the parish with the parish priest. The renew
awareness of identity and the task of the Christi
community, in light of the councilor teachings a
guidanceof the Synod, we realize that fundamental



subject of Chistian life is not represented by the prie
alone, but bythe priest with the community. Indeed, th
priest is at the service of faith, grace and charity wt
constitute the Christian community because it can
really such and in fact testify to the wdrwith humility,
the truth of the Gospel The path of the pastoral uni
feeds on this awareness: it is not only a question of prie
but communities experiencing the full implications of t
faith. The fact that no longer exists and always
corresponence between the parish and resident Pas
goes by drawing a different mode of community life, wh
does not decrease, but it highlights the awareness
responsibility of the communitytself and the conscienc
of the Parish priest's andthe priestQmission in the
community of the baptized.

We can therefore say that not all parishes will constitutt
Pastoral Units, but all parishes are and will be called to
the community andorotherhood among the communitie:
in the same territoy.

It is good, however to distinguish the coltahtions on
specific projects from systematic and organic
collaboratiors that characterizes Pastoral UnitWe must
also distinguish the form of local Vicariateom the
Pastoral Wit: while the Vicariate is a subdivision of tl
Diocese, with particular teention to the territory, the
Pastoral Unihasas protagonists the parishegsvolved.

It is evident that a perspective of this kind requil
pastoral choices favorinthe essential elements of the lif
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of the Christian community and foster serious ¢
recognized ministry, including the one representag the
permanent diaconate.

In particular, it wil develop a proposal for
comprehensive and sustainable Eucharistic Sur
celebrations, a program of Christian initiatiancluding
baptism, according to one model, a proposal
adolexents and youth, wolving all the communities ¢
Pastoral Unit shared training initiatives aimed at peog
engaged in various ministries, the organization of conc
forms that manifest themselves in a life of commur
charity. Paradoxicallthe creaton of Pastoral Units orient:
towards the recognition and development of sm
communities such as the centers of listening to the w
of God, the cells of evangelization, family communit
basic ecclesial communities and other experiences
direct to the life of the parish and of thparishes in the
Pastoral Unit

It is not therefore to pursue simplifying policy of mergi
or a type of centralizing, but to work continuously
Christian communities living significantly fraternity amc
themselves If indeed a part of thecautonomy and self
sufficiency of the parish is sacrificed, it grows stronger
the level of missionary communion in an area that
limited and circumscribed. The processes of identifica
and belonging, which certialy keepthe meaning ina
situation that tends to organizational depersonalizatic
continually need to be revisited and converted &m
Evangelical dimension ardoerspective of communion.



The considerations which | have trieddmplain are not ¢
treatise on Pastoral Unitsut they are proposed as poin
for reflection around which every parish and eve
community is invited to reflect durg this year with the
consciousnesthat the progressive realization of Pasto
Units in our Diocese should have a strong paste
connotation, having as protagonist the community al(f How ToO LIVE
with the priest, not just the priests regardless tife | THE

, IDENTIFICATIC
community. AND

BELONGINGNE
INA
PERSPECTIVE
OF
COMMUNIOR




INDICATIONS
FOR THE PASTORAL YEAR

| condude by remembering some passages that
characterize, during this year, the life of the Diocese
the parishes, of esry ecclesial community.

The initiatives for the Year of the Faith and for the fifti
death anniversary of Pope John XXIIl, according tc
directives of the Holy See and the Diocesan Organizat
Some are already inthe Diocesan Calendar.

Particularly | desiréo point out someattention to:

DIOCESAN LEYEL

the formation of he commission for Pastoral
Units; to review the existing experiences
regardingthis aspect; the proposal regardirtge

pilgrimages as indicatedrakhdy at the beginning
of the Letter; the related initiatives on the
ecumenical commitment and interreligiou:
dialogue; the more conscious and gratefu
recognition of the sign represented by th
NEBfAIA2dza Q FNF GSNYI €




VICARIATE LEVEL

the vicariate meeting ofthe Bishop with the
catechists;the enhancement of Vicariate Pastol
Council, thestudy of possiblePastoral Units in th
vicariate territory, the recognitionand promotion
of experiencessign offraternallife.

PARISH LEMVE

Ya

Ya

Ys

Yo

5
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Yo

Yo

the groups of the Word/Bible around the dioces
biblical ¢ catechetical Itinerary on the theme on
brotherhood

promotion of the awareness of the Sund
Eucharist as the originating experience of Chris
brotherhood .A relative study on the redtion of
the Eucharistic celebrations in thpsospective;

forming of neighboring communities for concre
experiences of brotherhood;

carry out forms of economical solidarity among
neighboring parishes;

to enhance the pastoral parishes organism;

acknowedgement of the associations, grouy
movements andconfraternities as visible signs
fraternal communion with the entire paris
community;

single out the existence of the mission a

formation to be shared with thenearby parishe:
without neglectinghe ones in the vicariate;

to follow up the forms of collaboration betwee
the pre-schools in thearishes.

33



34

Beloved brothers and sisters, the beautiful icon of tl
Council of Jerusalem, inspires and enlightens the reflec
and the fulfilment of tle Christian brotherhood in oL
communities.

| invoke Mary, Mother of the Church to watch over us,

through the intercession of Blessed Pope John XXIII
which we bless the Lord for this significant anniversary.
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May our parishes and our
diocesan Church grow in
brotherhood and become more
aware that this characteristicis
crucial tobe true discipleof the
Risen Lordand collaboratorsof
His mission This is theway to
take in order to renewthe life of
our community, to embody our
fidelity to the Gospel moreto
nourish missionary zeal, to
encourage cooperation at all
levels.



